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mittee of the Society in "Sotland for I 915 agatin "Chriſtian 28055 
ledge; by Appointment of the ſaid Soc, 5 0 ieweth,' That the 
Members of the faid Society, ever nee heir Ecéckion in 1769 have 
with the utmoſt Dili dings Faithfulnefs' ai eee 
which, by the Bleſſing of GOD, and Bounty of pious an Alt: , 
FF is increaſed. to the Ay of Eight, thouſand” Fu Huch ed an 
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their Stock is in many differ Hy Hands,y o thei Loſſes hitherto ave ISR 
but very inconſiderable. Many moving Nee from 0 
of the Highlands and Iſlands of Scotland,” t.the groſs To Hanes of gr 
Numbers of poor People, have been laid ON the Society; 1 
have ſo ſtirred up their Sympathy and Compaſſion, Fel 1 hl ave ex- 
ceeded their Ability in ereQing Schools for their Toftfybt ion; 'and have 
now Fiſty nine Schools ſettled in ſuch Places as the Societ) e wanted 
them moſt. By. the laſt Reports of Presbyteties to the 80 there are 
no leſs than 1444 Boys, and, 558 Girles, in all 2012, At the 152 Schools; 
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| beg hcx' Tiche, to have the Benefit of Inſtruction at the Society's | 

Schools. Yea,Popiſh Parents have petitioned the Society, for the Benefit of | 
theſe Schools to their Children; and bound themſelves, by a written Obli- 
gation,to ſend their Children thereto, under a Penalty; and the So- 
ciety very readily complied with their Deſire: So that now many 
Children of Popiſh Parents both learn our Catechiſm, and read other 
Proteſtant Books; and come to Church. And tho Popiſh Prieſts, and 
other Zealots, not only threatned thoſe Papiſts who ſent their Chil- 
dren to the Society's Schools, but exerted themſelves to the utmoſt, to 
defeat the Society's pious Deſign, by ſpreading Lies, and groundleſs 
Falſhoods, as if thoſe bred at the Society's Schools were deſigned - 
for the Plantations; and that ſome, at the Beginning, did give Ear 
to theſe Falſhoods; yet they are now fatisfied to the contrary. There 
ſeems now, in moſt Places, an earneſt Delite after Chriſtian Know- 
ledge ;:fo that the .Society's Schools are not half ſufficient to inſtruct 
the different Places in tlie Highlands and Iſlands: For, His Majeſty, 
in Purſuance of an Act of Parliament, having, in the Year 1716, ap- 
pointed a Commiſſion to enquire into the State of the Highlands, it was 
made evident to them, by Reports from Presbyteries, and Deſcriptions 
of the Countries, that above 200 Places wanted Charity Schools; but 
the Number was ſo great, that the Commiſſion limited it, in their Report 
which they ſent up to His Majeſty's Secretaries of State, that it might 
be the more eaſily granted, and condeſcended only upon 152 Places in 
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the Highlands and Iſlands, where Schools were abſolutely neceſſary, - N 


in order to remove Ignorance and Barbarity: And many earneſt Ap- 
plications have ſince been made, from theſe Places, to the Society, for 
Mhools ; but they are concerned, that their Fund is not ſufficient to erect 
more Schools; and fütnifn thew with Books, and other accedary Helps, 
for Inſtruction. And becauſe the Society's larger Schools could not be cal-"" 
culated for the Accommodation of Glens, and remote Corners of Pariſhes, 


where there were but a ſmall Number of Families, the Society, for the ſup-- © 


plying of theſe Places, thought it convenient to allow to ſuch as had the 
iſh Language, one Penny fer Day when at School, and alſo one Penny 
ſor the Lord's Day, when they came to School throughout the Week; 
but this Encouragement was given only to ſuch who upon Examina- 
nation were found to have more than ordinary Capacity. And, oyer 
and above this, if they came punctually to School for Two Yeats, 
they were to have one Suit of Clothes, and a Pair of Shoes: And, for 
their further Encouragement, if they inclined to ſtay a third Year, and 
aſſiſt the . they were to have Three Halt-pence for every 
Day's Attendance, and one Suit of Clothes and a Pair of Shoes at the 
End of that 3d Year : And if ſuch, upon Trial by Presbyteries, were found. 
ſufficiently qualified, they were to be preferred to be Schoolmaſters of 
the Society's ſmaller Schools; and ſome of theſe are now qualified to teach 
others. But the Society's Fund is not ſufficient to encourage theſe 
poor Scholars, unleſs they fink ſome of their Schools; and therefore 
mult of Neceſſity. tetrench the Number of e poor Scholars, unleſs 
they are 5 by the Chatity of well diſpoſed Perſons, to continue 
them. The Society have ſettled Schools in remote Iſlands and Corners 
oflarge Pariſhes, eſpecially where Miniſters have two or more Churches; 
and in the Miniſter's Abſence, by his Direction, the Schoolmaſters, py 
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tlie Lord's Day, read the Holy Scriptures, and other good Books, Sing, 
Fray, and Catechiſe the poor People, who willingly attend: And this 
Method, has, by the Bleſſing of God, proved very edify ing and inſtruct- 
ing. Much more might be faid upon theſe Heads, oftheUſefulnefs and Ad- 


vantage of the Society's Schools y and the great Proficiency in Knowledge 


made by the Schollars; but it not being proper to inſiſt on this, they refer to 
A ſecond Impreſſion of a Book publiſhed in 1720, by the Society, where- 
in is a more paxticular Account of the Riſe, Conſtitution and Ma- 
nagement of the ſaid Society, which is to be had at moſt, Bookſellers 
-Shops in Edinbhumb; and all Contributersare allowed, for their Satisfaction, 
to ſee the Sdeſety's Records and Accounts, and how their Funds are ma- 
naged: And ſpecial Care is taken of recording the Names and Deſignations 
of Contributers: And as never a more excellent Occaſion could offer for 
Perſons honouring the Lord with their Subſtance, ſo many have, in 
this Matter; given ue their truly Chriſtian Charity ; and ſome have 
-left large Donations, of whoſe Names honourable Mention is, and will 

be made by: the Society, on all proper Occaſions. The Society, in 
the Lear 1715, having petitioned the venerable Aſſembly to re- 
commend a voluntary Contribution throughout Scotlang,, to be em- 
ployed im buying Books, and maintaining itinerant Schools, in remote 
lens and Iſlands, where Popery and Ignorance moſt abounds; the 
General Aſſembly did cheerfully. and unanimouſly, Comp! with the 
Deſire of their Petition, and a conſiderable Sum was collected, which 
Was carefully and frugally beſtowed, according to the Purpoſes of the 
Act of Aſſembly: For with the foreſaid Collection, and a Part of their 
on Revenue the Society have maintained ſeveral itinerant Schools, which 
have proved of very great Uſe; and bought and ' Ir POC 
ks, Viz. 3355 Bibles, 1165 New 


of a ſmaller Size, without the Scriptures, 158 1 Vincent's Catechiſms, 1427 
Copies of Guthrie's Trial of a ſaving Intereſt in Chriſt, 598 Dozens and 
an half of Proverbs, 973 Dozen of ſhorter Catechiſms, 93 Dozens and 


2 of Syllabing Catechiſms, 3 36 Copies of Pool's Dialogues, 52 Reams 


and 10 Quires of writing Paper, 636 Arithmetick Books, 237 Copies of 
the Funeral ofthe Maſs, 402 Copies of the Danger of Popery, 516 Copies 
of the Proteſtant's Reſolution why he will not be a Papiſt, 170 Engliſh 
Grammars, 365 Copy Books, 155 Muſick Books, and many other Books; 
and beſides the buying of theſe Books, and maintaining the Fifty nine 
Schools above-mentioned, the Society lodged Money with Mini- 
ſters for encouraging ſmaller Schools in their Pariſhes: So that 
now this very uſeful Collection is fully exhauſted, and much more; and 
and the Society will not be in a Condition, both to maintain their 
own Schools, their poor Scholars, and buy, Books, unleſs the very Re- 
verend Commiſſion (who ate ſufficiently impowered by the late ve- 
nerable Aſſembly, before whom the Society humbly lay this their Caſe) 
will be pleas'd to recommend a voluntary Collection, throughout all 


the Pariſhes in Scotland, upon ſuch Days, and in ſuch a Mariner, as al Ws 


ſeem moſt expedient to them for the Advancement of this pious an 
noble Undertaking, of buying and diſtributing more Books to the So- 
ciety's Scholars, and other poor Perſons, ho have not wherewith to buy 

them, and yet are very deſirous to read and underſtand them, and og 
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and maintaining more ſmall Schools; And to appoint the Money to be 
ven, for the encouraging this charitable = very uſeful Undertaking, to 
be ſent. timouſly to Mr. George Watſon tlie'Bociety's Treaſurer, to be diſ- 
poſed of, for the Uſes abovementioned, as the Society -ſhall chink fit. 
Signed, in Name and at Appointment of the Aid Committee, by AEX. 
Doxpas, P. C. The Commiſſion, of the General Aſſembly having 
heard and conſidered the above · Written Repteſentation, they unanimouſſy 
did, and hereby do grant, the Deſire thereof; and doimoſt earneſtſy 
recommend a public voluntary Collection, throughout all the Pariſhes 
in Scotland, ſor the Ends above-mentioned, to be gathered upon ſuch 
Days, and in ſuch a n as the ſeveral, Presb 1 Hall judge moſt 
likely, to advance the Deſign: And appoints: the ſeveral Presbyteries 
to ſet about the ſaid Collection in their gin ive Bounds, with all 
Diligence: The Presbyteries beſouth Tay, betwixt &i@the fitſt Day of 
JE next; and theſe, benorth Tay, betwixt: and the firſt Day of Augi 
next to come: And that all the ſaid Fresbyteries ſend in their C 
lections, againſt the faid ref pettive Days, to Mr; George Watſon the 800 
ciety's R to be pee of, for the Purpoſes above- mentioned, 
as the ſaid Society ſhall direck. And the Commiſſion does moſt eat- 
.neſtly exhort and beſeech all charitable and ell diſpoſed Perſons, to 
give chearſully and liberally, according to their Ability, toward this 
good and pious a Work: And the COmmiſſion appoints each Mini- 
ſter to read theſe Preſents from his Pulpit, the Lord's Day immediately 
before he ſet about the ſaid Collection, and, after reading thereof; — 
give ſuitable Exhortations to the People; and where engere | 
ant, the Presbyreries are deſired to appoint A Mihitvervo- preach | 
"there, and wehen The: lotet Colleftigns; 
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